A headquarters
for conservation
In a city with more than 8 million people,

it is not always easy to find places that invite
discovery of the wonders of nature. The Bronx
Zoo’s 265 acres in the middle of an urban
center open a gateway to the wild, where you
can bark with a sea lion, roar with a tiger,
and greet a gorilla eye to eye.

Gateway
to the Wild

Since opening in 1899, the Bronx Zoo,
a Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)
park, has welcomed more than 245 million
visitors. We are the oldest and largest of
WCS’s five zoological parks. The Bronx
Zoo serves as headquarters for WCS and is
home to one of the largest and most diverse
animal collections in the world. We care for
over 8,500 individual animals representing
over 800 species, many of which are
endangered or threatened in the wild.

Through our highly immersive exhibits that
transport people to remote places around
the globe, you can experience up-close,
educational encounters with wildlife
including tigers, Komodo dragons, snow
leopards, giant tortoises, and hundreds of
tropical bird species. For many guests, a visit
to the Bronx Zoo is a rare chance to connect
with animals and nature. These experiences
can spark a lifelong compassion for animals
and an interest in protecting them.

The Bronx Zoo is headquarters for WCS’s
Global Conservation Program, which
deploys scientists to save wildlife and
wild places around the world. Staff at our
Center for Global Conservation direct field
programs which aim to protect 50 percent
of the world’s biodiversity. At our Wildlife
Health Center, veterinarians provide expert
care for animals at our zoos and aquarium
in New York. Wildlife Health Center staff
also travel to our global field sites with
cutting-edge tools and technologies, such
as our mobile molecular diagnostics lab, in
order to investigate and alleviate threats to
wild animal populations.
Bronx Zoo curators and curatorial science
fellows work closely with WCS field staff
to achieve far-reaching conservation goals.
Beyond managing the sustainability of
species in the Zoo’s collection and ensuring
the highest quality of husbandry for
animals in our care, curators participate
in conservation research and projects that

have worldwide impact. Within the Zoo’s
controlled environment, animal department
staff can make important behavioral
observations, conduct specialized studies,
and utilize equipment and resources that
field scientists in remote areas cannot
always access. The Bronx Zoo’s direct link
to our network of conservationists across
nearly 60 countries helps us better care for
animals within our park and protect species
in the wild.
As a leading institution accredited by
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums
(AZA), the Bronx Zoo partners with other
AZA organizations to help strengthen the
health and sustainability of zoo animal
populations. Our expertise informs species
management strategies and ensures the
genetic viability of animal collections. This
is essential to the health of the animals in
our care who are ambassadors for their
wild relatives.

guide students
in their journeys
as future stewards
of our planet.”

A hub for education
WCS established the first curatorial position
in education at the Bronx Zoo in 1929,
making our Education Department the first
established at any American zoo. As such
a storied and far-reaching institution, we
have a unique capacity to cultivate a deeper
understanding of today’s environmental
challenges. Our education programs target
schools, teachers, teens, and families,
serving more than 111,000 individuals
each year. While we deliver programming
to national and international audiences
through technologies such as online and
distance learning, our primary audiences
are in the New York City metropolitan
area, with special attention to high-risk and
underserved communities. These programs
provide students of all ages and backgrounds
with hands-on opportunities to experience
science and connect conservation to their
everyday lives.
Our award-winning exhibits serve as
informal classrooms, and our expert
instructors teach students about the latest
scientific techniques in conservation
biology. Most importantly, our programs
guide students in their journeys as future
stewards of our planet, and encourage them
to care about and protect the world around
them. It is here at the Bronx Zoo where

many of the next generation of biologists,
environmental scientists, and veterinarians
find their passion and begin their journey
to professional careers.
Beyond our structured programs, our goal is
to inspire the Bronx Zoo’s approximately two
million visitors each year to value nature. In
2014 alone, the Bronx Zoo welcomed more
than 500,000 visitors free of charge. Every
day, the Zoo fosters memorable experiences
with iconic animals and dynamic exhibits.
We instill awe, appreciation, and compassion
for wildlife, empowering visitors to take
action and conserve the natural world. Our
exhibits feature informative, interactive
signage that fosters learning in a fun and
engaging way. Our dedicated volunteers—the
Friends of the Zoo—do an extraordinary
job interacting with guests and answering
questions throughout the park. They
interpret exhibits for visitors in ways that
make conservation challenges relatable; they
are catalysts that help fuel the imagination,
transforming curiosity and passion for
wildlife into conservation action. And our
employment of Bronx youths is significant:
We are the largest employer of young adults
in the borough, directing millions of dollars
into New York City’s economy annually.

Impact in
the wild
In the early 1900s, the Bronx Zoo’s first director,
William Hornaday, was instrumental in repopulating
the American bison to the western plains. Thanks
in large part to Hornaday and his staff, this species
that was nearly hunted to extinction in the wild has
rebounded, and numbers across North America
have since grown to hundreds of thousands.
Nearly 100 years later, the Bronx Zoo helped
reintroduce 2,000 Kihansi spray toads—declared
extinct in the wild in 2009—into their native habitat
in Tanzania. Over the course of 12 years, the Zoo’s
curators used advanced techniques to breed these
toads in New York while partners worked to restore
their Tanzanian habitat. Our conservationists are
still monitoring the released toads, with the goal of
ultimately having a viable, self-sustaining population.

The Zoo
needs you
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“Our programs

You can help the Bronx Zoo continue
to thrive as a conservation leader.
Your care and commitment has
a direct impact on wildlife and
wild places.
Your zoo, the Bronx Zoo, is a force
for wildlife conservation, a beacon
for learning, and a cultural icon.
Together, we can sustain this great
institution for generations to come.

The Bronx Zoo continues to play a central role
in conservation and these examples demonstrate
that through dedication, partnerships, and science,
wildlife can prevail.
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