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Spring’s in Full Swing at the Bronx Zoo
S

pring is the perfect time to visit the Bronx Zoo and enjoy the seasonal exhibits and animals returning
with the warm weather. Here’s a guide to some of the highlights to explore during your next visit.

Children’s Zoo

guided tour of pastures, forests, and riverbanks
populated with some of Asia’s most fascinating animals, including tigers, rhinos, red pandas, Asian
elephants, and many other species.

Meet a giant anteater, Linne’s two-toed sloth,
South American coatimundi, and the world’s
smallest deer: the pudu. The newly-reopened and
renovated
Children’s
Zoo maintains the
nostalgic
appeal of
the past
while creating new experiences
and introducing a variety of different species. Admission is
free for Members at the Premium level and above.

Butterﬂy Garden
Next stop: the lush meadow and vibrant greenhouse of the Butterﬂy Garden. Take a moment to
stop and smell the flowers, and greet the beautiful
and delicate insects
that have
already
emerged
from their
chrysalides
to flutter
about in the
spring air.

Congo Gorilla Forest
Congo Gorilla Forest is home to the largest group
of gorillas in North America, as well as mandrills,
trumpeter
hornbills,
wolf’s
monkeys,
okapi, red
river hogs,
and many
other species. This
awardwinning
habitat has raised more than $12 million for WCS’s
conservation programs in Africa. Admission is
free for Members at the Premium level and above.

Zoo Center
Zoo Center is home to rhinos, Komodo dragons,
and two of the Bronx Zoo’s most popular residents:
Rocket and Abdul, the giant Aldabra tortoises. If
you haven’t had a chance to meet these charismatic chelonians, they’ll be returning this spring and
can be found, weather permitting, grazing outside
Zoo Center.
From the
African
Plains to the
Himalayan
Highlands,
there are
many more
amazing
animals
and exhibits to discover at the Bronx Zoo this
spring. For full details, please visit bronxzoo.com.

Wild Asia Monorail
All aboard the Wild Asia Monorail (Premium-level
Members ride free!). Sit back, relax, and enjoy a
Photos: Julie Larsen Maher © WCS
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Black-footed
Penguin Chick
Hatches at New
York Aquarium
A

for the aquarium and live in their outdoor exhibit all
year, thriving in all temperatures.

black-footed penguin chick recently hatched at
WCS’s New York Aquarium. The chick is not yet
on exhibit as he is still becoming acclimated to his
surroundings and bonding with his parents, but will
make his public debut in the near future.
Black-footed penguins, also known as African
penguins, are designated “Endangered” by the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature,
adding to the significance of the successful breeding.
Penguin chicks have soft downy plumage that stays
with them for a few months until their first molt and
the growth of their first true feathers. Both penguin
parents play an equal role in egg incubation and
chick rearing. They each take turns incubating the
egg for about 39 days. Young penguins start out eating
partially digested food fed to them by their parents.
After about a month, they transition to small fish.
The New York Aquarium’s black-footed penguin
exhibit is home to 22 birds, including the new chick.
Native to southern Africa, they are a signature species

Saving Penguins

African penguins are one of 10 signature species
that are a part of a new effort by the Association of
Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) called SAFE: Saving
Animals From Extinction. SAFE combines the power of zoo and aquarium visitors with the resources
and collective expertise of AZAaccredited zoos
and aquariums
and partners to
save animals from
extinction. Together, this coalition
is helping to save
African penguins
from extinction.

Photos: Julie Larsen Maher ©WCS

There Are Many Ways to Save Wildlife

In addition to making a one-time donation, there are many ways that you can be a part of
WCS’s mission to save wildlife and wild places worldwide.
Become a Conservation
Give Monthly Become a Wildlife Protector
and provide ongoing monthly support to save
Patron Support 500 conservation
the world’s most magnificent wildlife and
wild places. You can make a difference for
as little as $5 per month. Please visit
wcs.org/wildlifeprotectors for more info.

Leave a Legacy Designate the Wildlife
Conservation Society as a beneficiary in your will
or of your individual retirement account or life
insurance policy. Your legacy gift will enable WCS
to protect wildlife and the spaces they inhabit
for many years to come. To learn more, please
visit wcs.giftplans.org or contact Nora Benoliel
at nbenoliel@wcs.org or
2 718.741.1628.
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projects in nearly 60 countries,
and enjoy exclusive access to panel
discussions, special events, and tours.
For more information, visit
wcs.org/patrons or call
718.220.5085.

Give a Matching Gift

Employees can double or triple the
value of their donations to WCS
through their company’s matching gift
program. Please see your company’s
personnel office for details.

Year of the Monkey Challenge:
Match that Monkey!

A

C

B

D

T

he lunar Year of the Monkey began in February 2016, and WCS’s Bronx Zoo, Central Park Zoo, and
Prospect Park Zoo are all great places to get in touch with your inner primate this year. Test your monkey knowledge by matching each monkey species with the correct picture below.

1. Titi Monkey

3. Snow Monkey

2. Gelada Baboon

4. Ebony Langur

Two Bolivian titi monkeys recently made their public debut at WCS’s Prospect Park Zoo. Titi monkeys
are arboreal and diurnal, meaning they dwell in
trees and are active during the day. Their diet in the
wild, as well as at the zoo, consists of fruits, leaves,
and insects. This species of New World monkey is
indigenous to South America, and can be found in
Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, and Paraguay.

Also known as Japanese macaques, snow monkeys are the northernmost of all non-human primates and can live up to elevations of 9,600 feet
above sea level. They are found in Honshu, Japan.
At the Central Park Zoo, you can find the snow
monkey exhibit in the Temperate Territory area,
near the red pandas and not far from the sea lion
pool.

WCS’s Bronx Zoo is the only accredited zoo in the
U.S. where you can see gelada baboons. In 2015, the
zoo welcomed the arrival of the first baby gelada
born here in more than 13 years. Geladas are sometimes called “bleeding heart baboons” because of
the red patch of skin on their chests.

Grooming each other atop a maze of branches in
the Bronx Zoo’s JungleWorld, the ebony langurs
defy expectations. Though most of this species is
colored black, many of ours are orange, echoing a
group on an island in their native Indonesia.
Answers: 1-C, 2-D, 3-B, 4-A

Photos: Julie Larsen Maher ©WCS
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Mornings at the Zoo
Special Events for Conservation-Level Members

T

he 2016 Mornings at the Zoo series continues in May and June! This series of special events is open
to WCS Members at the Conservation Supporter level and above. Join us before the zoo opens for a
look at some spectacular animals and exhibits, and the opportunity to gain an insider’s understanding of
wildlife conservation and animal care.

Breakfast at the
Children’s Zoo

Meet the Aquatic Birds
Saturday, May 21st at 9am at the Bronx Zoo
Join us at the
Aquatic Bird House
where we’ll chat
with Bronx Zoo Ornithology Department staff about
c a r i ng for p en guins, flamingoes,
and other amazing species. We’ll
observe a penguin
feeding in the Sea
Bird Aviary, handle
educational bird
artifacts, and craft
enrichment items
for our avian residents. A great event for bird lovers of all ages. Meet at the Aquatic Bird House.
Please note that Southern Boulevard Parking Lot
(Lot C) and Asia Pedestrian Gate ONLY will be
open at 8:30am for this event; Bronx River Parking
Lot will NOT be open. Light refreshments served.

Saturday, June 18th at 9am at the Bronx Zoo
Join us for a special morning in the newly-renovated Children’s Zoo, where we’ll chat with animal
keepers about caring for new residents such as the
anteater and sloth, and old favorites including
the prairie dogs and porcupines. Attendees will
receive complimentary feed for the gentle animals in the farm
area. Meet at Children’s Zoo. Please
note that Souther n Bou leva rd
Parking Lot (Lot
C) a n d A s i a
Pedestrian Gate
O N LY w i l l b e
open at 8:30am for
this event; Bronx
River Parking Lot
will NOT be open.
Light refreshments
served.

Not a Conservation-Level Member?
Mornings at the Zoo events are open only to Members at the Conservation Supporter level and above. If
you are not at Conservation-level Member and would like to attend, you can join, renew, or upgrade your
Membership today by calling 718-220-5112. Conservation-level Membership starts at the $295 Conservation
Supporter Level.

Pre-registration required!
Please visit bronxzoo.com/morningsatthezoo to view the full schedule of 2016 Mornings at the Zoo and to
reserve your spot. Reservations open approximately 60 days prior to each event.
Photos: Julie Larsen Maher ©WCS
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A Conversation with
Jon Forrest Dohlin

J

on Forrest Dohlin is Vice President of the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and Director of
the New York Aquarium (NYA). Jon helps guide
the Aquarium’s New York Seascape Program,
which is the first WCS field conservation program
located in New York City.

How will the new New York
Aquarium impact the region?
JON FORREST DOHLIN: If you look at the visitation to the New York Aquarium, even in its current
state of construction, you realize how much people want, enjoy, and look for a public aquarium
in their overall cultural landscape. There is great
demand for what we do, and it can’t be overstated
how much it will mean for visitors to see brand
new exhibits, as well as more engaging content
linked thematically to local marine conservation.

be a place where people discover incredible wildlife and geography, and learn how that overlaps
with our own use of the ocean.

Is it tough to inspire conservation
of an environment that is
underwater and cannot easily be
seen?

Why are New York’s waters
important?
JFD: New York City’s existence is owed to its location in one of the world’s largest natural harbors.
Here, the Atlantic Ocean meets a series of estuaries and is joined by the Hudson River, making an
incredible watershed. Seafood fed the early population of New York and water connections along
the Hudson River spurred trade. The ecological
and economic richness of the area was vital to
the success of the original European settlement of
New York City, and to the city’s growth that continues today. The health of our waters is central to
our quality of life here.

JFD: The difficulty in marine conservation is the
fact that we’re terrestrial creatures, and it’s an environment that for the most part is mute in terms
of our ability to perceive it. When you think about
New York and its iconic imagery, most of it is from
the water, looking at the land. The water below the
surface is a blank slate. The real challenge is to reverse that perspective and make that water come
alive in the richness of what lives underneath. This
challenge is also a great opportunity for a marine
conservation program, and it’s what makes an
aquarium such a wondrous experience. It’s a powerful moment. An aquarium provides that peek,
that window into the diverse wilderness that exists in the deep waters so few get to see and experience.

What role does the aquarium
play in the marine planning,
policy, and education needs of
New York?
JFD: We are creating an experience at the New
York Aquarium to inspire people and provide an
access point to understanding the rich marine heritage here, and to preserve it through our policy
work. The transformed New York Aquarium will

For updates, ways to give, and more
information about the Campaign
for the New York Aquarium, visit
nyaquarium.com/transform.

Photo credit: Photos: (Dohlin) Drew Albinson
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FAMILY, YOUTH, AND
Please note that ALL WCS Education Programs
require pre-registration and payment.
Contact us to reserve your spot as soon as possible.
Tours and School Programs: wcs.org/educators/field-trips
Birthday Parties: wcs.org/parties-events/birthday-parties
Volunteer Opportunities: wcs.org/about-us/careers/interns
Educators: wcs.org/educators/professional-development

ADULT PROGRAMS
Conservation Connection
Series

M em
b
rece er s
disco ive
u
on m nt s
progr os t
am s !

FREE for Members: Poetry
Town Hall at the Bronx Zoo

Using Sarah Stern’s poem, “The Owl”
, participants will allow their poetry to take flight.
With inspiration from an animal expert,
participants will be encouraged to create
and share their own poems. May 7, 2pm4pm, ages 18 & up.

Connect with experts to expand your knowledge of the wildlife we highlight at our zoos
and aquarium. Each experience will reveal
how nature benefits us, why we need to protect it, and how you can help. Registration is
required in advance, ages 18 & up. Bronx Zoo:
The Bird is the Word: Exploring Local Wildlife
through Nature Journaling, May 22 & July 10,
9am–11am.

EDUCATORS
Summer Professional
Development for Teachers

Dress to Impress: Bird Inspired Fashion Design,
June 25, 1pm - 4pm. The Secret Lives of Bees:
Celebrating National Honey Bee Day at the Zoo,
August 20, 11am – 1pm.

Join us in July & August for week-long professional
development
opportunities at the
Bronx Zoo,
Queens Zoo,
New York
Aquarium,
and online.
Open to
educators of all grade levels in both private &
public schools. Sessions are held each week,
Monday - Saturday starting July 11 through
August 13, registration is required in advance.
Learn more: www.wcs.org/teacherpd

Photo Series: Take a Photo
Walk on the Wild Side

Meet some of Queens Zoo’s photogenic residents as we journey through the Americas.
Participants will also learn about the zoo’s
history and conservation efforts, and how
to share these conservation stories through
photography. Photographers of all levels are
welcome. Participants must register in advance and bring their own camera. Queens
Zoo: July 30, 9am – 12pm, ages 18 & up.

Photos: Julie Larsen Maher ©WCS

Now all at ONE number and email!
800 433 4149
edu@wcs.org
New York Aquarium
718 265 3457 nyaregistrar@wcs.org
Professional Development:
718 220 5136 teacherinfo@wcs.org
Family, Adult & Camp Programs:
visit the experiences pages of our parks:
wcs.org/parks
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ADULT PROGRAMS
FAMILY PROGRAMS

Early Childhood Programs

Explore the zoo
and its wonders
with your little one.
Discovery, creativity,
and movement are
encouraged as we
use our senses and
imagination throughout our programs.
Opportunities will be available to meet
animals up close and to visit our exhibits in
the zoo. Reservations are required in advance.
Programs are available on various dates and
times dependent on location, learn more on
our program websites. Little Hatchlings Series:
Ages 12-23 months with an adult, Queens Zoo
& Prospect Park Zoo. Toddler Time Series: Ages
2-3 years with an adult, Queens Zoo & Prospect
Park Zoo. Marine Mammals & Birds: Mar. 26,
Fish: Apr. 23, Animal Trainers: May 21.

Family Overnight
Adventures at the Bronx
Zoo & Queens Zoo

Camp out at the zoo this spring, take part
in special activities, and enjoy the zoo after
hours! Breakfast will be provided. Bronx Zoo:
May 14–15 & June 11–12, 4:30pm-10am, ages
5 & older with an adult. Queens Zoo: June 4–5,
5pm–10am, ages 4 & older with an adult.

Breakfast Series at the New
York Aquarium
Enjoy a light morning meal along with
fun child-focused activities that everyone
will enjoy, including the chance to meet an
animal up close! Ages 2-6 with an adult,
registration required in advance. May 21&
June 11, 9am–10:30am.

Family Programs at the
Central Park Zoo

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
Zoo & Aquarium
Volunteers

Spend your summer
volunteering at a
WCS park! Discovery
Guides are seasonal
volunteers in the
education department
who receive training in
customer service and
basic interpretation.
Discovery Guides gain experience with
teaching, leadership, public speaking,
and learn about wild animals and
the wild places! Ages and application
deadlines vary by location. Apply at
www.wcs.org/about-us/careers/intern

Spend time at the zoo with your family in a
very memorable way. Programs are available
for families in a variety of age ranges with
engaging activities and unique experiences.
Ticket prices are good for one child and one
adult. Registration is required in advance.
Kinder Kritters Series: Saturdays in May &
June 4, 10am–11am, ages 4 – 5 with an adult.
Mother’s Day Celebration: Sunday May 8,
10am–11:30am, ages 3 – 10 with an adult.
Family Accessibility Day: May 14, 9am –
12pm, all ages with an adult.
Photos: Julie Larsen Maher ©WCS
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Help Save
Wildlife and
Wild Places
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To renew your Membership,
please visit us at bronxzoo.com
or call 1.800.250.1662.
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2016 is the Year of the Monkey! Members can encounter white-faced saki monkeys
at the Bronx Zoo and Prospect Park Zoo. Test your monkey knowledge with a special
Year of the Monkey challenge in this issue.
MEMBERS’ NEWS STAFF:
Editor/Writer: Tal Aviezer
Photographer: Julie Larsen Maher unless otherwise noted
Designer: Dot Payne
Thanks to Jennifer Kepler, Jennifer Orlando, and Barbara Russo.
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